THE    AMERICAN     PRESIDENTS
United States, and when most Foreign Offices preferred
to pretend that they, too, had never done so, Adams's
methods were beneficial. Had his policy not been well-
founded, his lofty tone would have made his country
ridiculous; but under the circumstances, it made his country
respected. "If we are not taken for Romans we shall be
taken for Jews," he exclaimed to someone who was shocked
at his bold language.
Ever since the Louisiana Purchase, the United States
had been trying unsuccessfully to buy the Floridas from
Spain.    In 1818, Andrew Jackson was sent to Georgia to
avenge some Indian outrages.    Finding that the Indians
were raiding Georgia from Spanish territory, he crossed the
Florida line, captured a Spanish fort, seized the town of
Pensacola, and  executed  two  British citizens whom he
accused of complicity in the Indian raids. Most of Monroe's
Cabinet was horrified, and there was talk of sacrificing Jack-
son to appease the foreign storm.   But Adams would have
none  of this.    To  the  indignant  Spanish   Minister he
declared that it was Spain alone who was to blame, since
she had refused either to govern Florida herself or to sell it
to the country that was prepared to govern it.   And when
the  Spanish  Minister,  in  a  long,  inconsequential note,
happened to remark that "Truth is of all time," Adams
coldly replied, "The observation that truth is of all time, and
that reason and justice are founded upon immutable prin-
ciples, has never been contested by the United States.
But neither truth, reason nor justice consists in stubborn-
ness of assertion, nor in the multiplied repetitions of error."
In the end, there was trouble neither with England nor
Spain, and in 1819 Adams secured a treaty buying the
Floridas from Spain and adjusting the boundary between
Louisiana and the Spanish territory of Texas.
Meanwhile, the revolt of the Spanish colonies in South
America presented Adams with problems of recognition,
and also with the critical question of European intervention
to Restore the lost territories to Spain. It was as a result of
this last threat that the Monroe Doctrine was evolved. This
eras rightly named after the President who sponsored it,
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